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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS PER- 
TAINING TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 



BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

Foodstuffs — Protection and Sale — Employees— Sanitary Regulation of Estab- 
lishments. (Ord. 341-C, Jan. 26, 1916.) 

Section 1. That every person, firm or corporation, who as owner or manager, keeps, 
maintains or operates any restaurant, lunch stand, cafe, dining room, ice-cream parlor, 
public or private market, stall, shop, store, storehouse, cold-storage plant, cart, wagon, 
or any other place in or from which meat, fish, oysters, birds, fowl, vegetables, fruit, 
milk, ices, beverages or any other provision intended for consumption by human 
beings is manufactured, held, kept, stored, or offered for sale, disposition, or other 
distribution as food for human beings, shall keep (he same in a clean, sanitary, and 
healthful condition. 

Sec 2. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation, maintaining, 
operating or managing any place of business as set forth in section 1 to suffer, permit 
or allow any employee, officer or agent employed therein or thereabout in the handling 
of any food product intended for human consumption, to be or remain in an insanitary, 
filthy or dirty condition either as to person or clothing while so employed or engaged 
in the handling of such products intended for human consumption. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be unlawful to sell, dispose of, transport or deliver any meats, 
game, fish, vegetables, fruit or prepared food, exposed for sale in open receptacles or 
broken packages, unless the same shall be kept not less than 2 feet above the floor of 
the building, shop, booth, stall, or other place where the same is exposed for sale, and 
unless the same shall be protected in such manner as to prevent dust, flies, and vermin 
from coming in contact with the same. 

Ssc. 4. That it shall be unlawful to sell, expose for sale, offer for sale or other dis- 
position any prepared food for human beings any cheese, candy, cooked meats, bread, 
cakes, figs, dates, raisins, mincemeat, or other food in broken packages, unless the 
same shall be kept or stored in closed glass cases or other suitable containers from 
which dust, dirt, flies, insects, and vermin are excluded. 

Sec 5. That it shall be unlawful to sell, expose for sale, to dispose of or deliver any 
sugar, honey, pickles, olives, sauerkraut, lard or any like products intended for 
human consumption, unless the receptacles .in which such product is contained shall 
be kept covered, and it shall be unlawful to sell or expose for sale or to dispose of any 
berries, grapes, lettuce, celery, or other»vegetables, which vegetables are intended to 
be eaten raw, unless the same shall while so exposed be protected from contamination 
from flies and dust. It shall be unlawful to expose or dispose for sale any food product 
intended for human consumption upon any box, table, shelf, or other structure on any 
street, sidewalk, alley, or public place, except in such places as have been or may 
hereafter be designated as public markets, and except in wagons or other vehicles 
from which foodstuffs are peddled by licensed peddlers, where license is required: 
Provided, however, That all foods so peddled shall be carefully covered with clean and 
sanitary covering and shall be protected from flies and dust. 

Sec. 6. That it shall be unlawful to sell or offer for sale any contaminated, adul- 
terated, or unfit food intended for human consumption or any food which has been 
exposed to dust, flies, or vermin in violation of the terms of this ordinance. 
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Sec. 7. That it shall be the duty of the health department of the city of Birmingham 
to seize all food sold, offered for sale, or exposed for sale in violation of the terms of 
this ordinance, and to give notice in writing to the owner or person in possession of 
such food so seized that the same has been seized, and it shall be the duty of said 
health officer to return to the recorder's court information, petition, or affidavit for 
the purpose of condemning said food, and the recorder shall thereupon make an order 
setting said cause for hearing and ordering notice of such petition to be given to the 
owner of the food so seized, or the person in possession where the owner is unknown, 
which notice shall be given by personal service upon such owner or person in posses- 
sion, as the case may be, not less than one day prior to the hearing of such petition, 
and upon the hearing of said petition, if it shall appear that said food has been unlaw- 
fully exposed for sale or sold in violation of the terms of this ordinance, a judgment 
of condemnation shall be entered and it shall thereupon be the duty of the chief of 
police to destroy said food. 

Sec. 8. Thatit shall be unlawful to keep, maintain, operate, or conduct any kitchen 
or any restaurant, cafe, lunch stand, or any candy factory or ice-cream factory or 
grocery store, fish market, meat market, bakery, or any other place where food, milk, 
ices, or beverages are manufactured, prepared', or served, unless all of the doors, 
windows, or other openings shall be fitted with proper screens covered with wire 
not coarser than 14-mesh wire gauze, and all such screen doors shall be so hanged as 
to open outward: Provided, however, That such screens may be omitted if electric 
fans are used, or effectually used, and provided such electric fans shall effectually 
prevent flies from coming into such place of business. 

Sec. 9. That it shall be unlawful to cause, permit, or suffer any decayed food or 
meat or vegetable matter of any kind to remain in any receptacle wherein any fruits, 
meats, vegetables, or other food intended for human consumption is kept for sale or 
other disposition. 

Sec. 10. That it shall be unlawful to operate, maintain, or conduct any business 
where the process of production, manufacture, packing, canning, selling, or disposing 
of food products for human consumption is conducted in any building, room, base- 
ment, unless the person so owning, conducting, managing, or operating said business 
shall provide or cause to be provided a sanitary toilet, which shall be located separate 
and apart from the room or rooms wherein such process of production, manufacture, 
packing, canning, selling, or disposition is conducted, and unless the floors of such 
toilet room shall be constructed of nonabsorbent material, and unless the floors thereof 
shall be cleaned daily. 

Sec 11. That all such toilet or toilets shall be furnished and provided with separate 
ventilating flues or pipes discharging into soil pipes or on the outside of the buildings 
in which said flues are situated. 

Sec 12. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to operate,, 
maintain, or conduct any business where food intended for human consumption is 
prepared, manufactured, canned, or sold, or otherwise disposed of, unless there shall 
be provided in such building a room or rooms with ample supply of running water 
and soap, and unless the operatives, clerks, and employees and all persons who handle 
material from which food is prepared, or handle the finished product, shall be required 
to keep themselves and their" person and clothing in a thoroughly clean condition. 

Sec 13. That no cellar, basement, or room wholly or partly under ground shall be 
used as a bakery or in the preparation or serving of food for sale or other disposition, 
unless the floor, ceiling, and walls shall be constructed of tile, cement, or other mate- 
rial impervious to dampness or water, and unless such room or rooms or basement or 
cellar shall be provided with openings to the outer air and with proper ventilation, 
and unless. the plumbing shall bo maintained in a sanitary condition. 

Sec. 14. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to sell, dis- 
pose of, or to deliver any flour, meal, or other cereal products prepared for human 
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consumption, unless the same shall be stored or kept while awaiting sale in a dry, 
airy room or rooms, unless such cereals or cereal products are contained in wood, tin, 
or glass containers and stored not less than 8 inches above the floor. 

Sec. 15. That it shall be unlawful to transport from one place to another along any 
street or highways in the city of Birmingham any meal, flour, cereal or cereal products 
contained in sacks and intended for human consumption, unless the same shall be 
wrapped with proper wrappings or covered with tarpaulin or canvas while being so 
transported. 

Sec. 16. That it shall be unlawful for any person employed in any building wherein 
meal, flour, cereal, or cereal products are stored, or kept for sale, or any person in 
charge of any shipment or delivery or transportation of any such goods to walk or sit 
upon any sack containing any such meal, flour, cereal, or cereal product. 

Sec. 17. That it shall be unlawful for any person to be employed in any restaurant, 
cafe, dining room, lunch stand, or any other place where meat, fish, game, oysters, 
fowls, vegetables, prepared or unprepared, milk, fruits, ices, beverages, candy, or 
other confection are manufactured, kept, sold, or offered for sale or otherwise dis- 
posed of during the time a case of infectious or contagious disease exists at the place 
where such employee resides, or during the time that such place is quarantined or 
thereafter until the quarantine shall have been removed and such premises shall 
have been disinfected. 

Sec. 18. That no person shall be employed in or about any such restaurant, cafe, 
dining room, or lunch room or any other place where meat, fish, game, oysters, fowl, 
vegetables, milk, fruits, ices, beverages, candy, or other confection are manufactured, 
kept, sold or offered for sale or otherwise disposed of for human consumption, at 
whose home there is a case of tuberculosis of the lungs, unless such person shall first 
obtain a certificate in writing from the health officer of the city of Birmingham cer- 
tifying that all precautions are taken in the handling of such case of tuberculosis and 
that no infection therefrom will be spread. 

Sec. 19. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to employ 
any person suffering from tuberculosis of the lungs or any infectious or contagious 
disease externally visible, or not, or any skin or blood diseases in any place where 
meat, fish, oysters, fowls, fruits, prepared vegetables or unprepared vegetables, milk, 
ices, beverages, candy, or other confections are manufactured, stored, kept, sold or 
offered for sale. 

Sec. 20. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation operating, 
managing, or in charge of any restaurant, cafe, lunch room, or dining room, ice cream 
parlor, bakery, cracker factory, or any other place where candy or confections, milk, 
ices, or beverages are manufactured, sold, or served or otherwise disposed of, to em- 
ploy any person, unless such person shall procure from a reputable physician in the 
city of Birmingham at least once each year a certificate showing that he or she is free 
from infectious or contagious diseases, and provided that such certificate shall at all 
times be subject to the inspection of the health department, and provided further 
that such certificate shall be filed with the health department of the city of Birming- 
ham for its approval or rejection before such person or employee is permitted to work 
in such place. That it shall be unlawful for any person to work in the places named 
in this section without first securing a certificate showing that such person is free from 
any infectious or contagious disease, and such certificate shall be renewed annually 
and shall be filed for record with the health department of the city of Birmingham. 

Sec 21. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to permit, 
suffer, or allow any person, including the owner, proprietor, servant, agent, or em- 
ployee, to live or sleep in any room or any bake shop or any kitchen, dining room, 
confectionery, creamery, or other place where food for human consumption is pre- 
pared, manufactured, served, sold, or otherwise disposed of. 
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Sec. 22. That it shall be unlawful to keep live chickens, ducks, turkeys, or other 
fowls in any cellar or basement underneath any grocery store, market, or other place 
where uncanned foods or foodstuffs intended for human consumption are kept, pre- 
pared, sold, offered for sale, or otherwise disposed of. 

* * * * * * * 

Sec 25. That it shall be unlawful to use any grinder, cutters, slicers, mixers, ma- 
chine pans, or other tools or utensils used in and about the preparation or handling 
of meats, bread, cakes, candies, sirups, beverages, or other products used for human 
consumption, unless the same shall be thoroughly cleaned daily and shall be main- 
tained in a sanitary condition and properly covered and protected while not in use. 

Sec. 26. That it shall be unlawful to use any milk can, freezer, bottles, tools, ma- 
chine;-)', implements, or containers used in handling or the preparation of milk or 
milk food products, unless- the same shall have been sterilized by heat immediately 
after emptying or before being used, and shall be kept sterile from the time of sterili- 
zation until such milk or milk product shall be placed therein. 

Sec. 27. That the power to enforce the provisions of this ordinance be, and the same 
is hereby, vested in the health officer of the city of Birmingham and his deputies and 
assistants and in a food inspector, when one shall have been appointed, and it shall 
be the duty of such persons to visit and inspect at frequent intervals every place 
where meat, game, fish, oysters, vegetables, fruits, or other foodstuffs, prepared or 
unprepared, and intended for human consumption, candies or other confections, 
milk, milk food products, ices, and beverages, and all carts, wagons, and other vehicles 
of venders and street hucksters in and from which any food for human beings is manu- 
factured, kept, stored, prepared, or offered for sale or other disposition, and it shall 
be the duty of such officers to report to the health officer any violations of the terms 
or provisions of this ordinance: Provided, however, That all police officers of the city 
of Birmingham are hereby vested with full authority to enforce the provisions of this 
ordinance. 

Sec 28. That the health officer of the city of Birmingham and his deputies and 
assistants and the food inspector of the city of Birmingham shall have full power at 
all times to enter every building, room, basement, or cellar occupied or used, or which 
they have reasonable cause to believe is being used for the production for sale, manu- 
facture for sale, storage, sale, distribution, or transportation of food for the purpose 
of inspecting the premises and the utensils, fixtures, furniture, and machineries used 
therein as aforesaid, and if, upon inspection, any food-producing or distributing 
establishment, conveyance, employee, operative, employer, clerk, driver, or other 
person is found to be violating any of the provisions of this ordinance, or if the pro- 
duction, preparation, manufacture, packing, storing, sale, distribution, or transpor- 
tation of any such food products is being conducted in a manner detrimental to the 
health of the employees and operatives or injurious to the quality and food value of 
such food therein being produced, manufactured, packed, stored, sold, distributed 
or conveyed, the officer or inspector making such examination or inspection shall in 
writing report such conditions and violations to the health officer of the city of Bir- 
mingham, who shall thereupon issue an order or rule to the person or persons in 
authority or in charge or control of such place to show cause why the alleged condition 
or alleged violation should not be abated, and why such person, firm, or corporation 
should not be required to make such improvements as may be necessary to abate the 
same within a period of five days or such other reasonable time as may be required 
to abate the same, and such order shall be in writing and signed by the health officer 
and shall be served upon such person, firm, or corporation in charge or control of said 
place and return thereof made upon a copy of such order or rule, and a time and place 
shall be fixed in such order for the hearing of such cause as may be shown, and at the 
time and place so fixed the person therein named on whom said order shall be served, 
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may appear in person or by attorney before the health officer and show cause, if any 
there be, why he should not be commended to abate such conditions or to make such 
improvements and to conform to the provisions of this ordinance, and upon the failure 
of such person* firm, or corporation to show such cause it shall be the duty and the 
health officer shall have full power and authority to make a final order commanding 
such person to make said improvements within such reasonable time as in his dis- 
cretion he deems proper, and unless such person, firm, or corporation shall make such 
improvements as required by such order within the time so limited, it shall be the 
duty of the health officer to institute a prosecution against the person for the viola- 
tion of this ordinance and to take the necessary steps to revoke the license of such 
person until such improvements and repairs shall have been made. 

Sec 29. That the following shall be the meaning of the words herein used : 

The words "ventilation of rooms' ' shall consist of an opening to the outer air at each 
end of such room, or such other adequate ventilation which shall be subject to the 
approval of the health officer, said openings to be so placed as to produce a free circula- 
tion of air in such room, and shall be subject to the approval of the health officer. 

The word "food" as used herein shall include all articles used for food, drink, condi- 
ment, whether simple, mixed, or compound, and all substances or ingredients used in 
the preparation thereof and intended for human consumption. 

The word "restaurant' ' shall be held to include all hotels and eating houses of every 
description. 

The word "person' ' shall include corporations and managing servants, agents, or em- 
ployes thereof. 

Sec 30. That all ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 31. That if any section of this ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional, 
the same shall not affect any other section of this ordinance and shall not affect tha 
validity of the same. 

Sec 32. That any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this 
ordinance or any section of this ordinance shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
$100 acd by imprisonment at hard labor not exceeding six months, one or both, and by 
revocation of any license granted by the city of Birmingham, in the discretion of the 
court trying such case. 

Dairy Products — Sale of, from Premises Where Insanitary Conditions Exist 
Prohibited. (Qrd. 348-C, Feb. 12, 1916.) 

Section 1. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to sell, offer 
for sale, or to distribute in the city of Birmingham any dairy products produced or in 
any manner prepared or handled en any premises within the State of Alabama having 
thereon or within a radius of 500 feet therefrom surface closets or privies not properly 
connected with the sanitary sewerage system, unless such closets or privies are so con- 
structed as to safely take care of all human excrement, provided with self-closing doors, 
with drop-lid over hole in seat, with proper ventilation at back, with screened venti- 
lators on each side at the bottom, with metal receptacle of adequate size to catch the 
human excrement, and with a closely fitting trapdoor at the back. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to sell, offer for 
sale, or distribute in the city of Birmingham any dairy products produced or in any 
manner prepared or handled on any premises within the State of Alabama not provided 
with a sanitary closet properly connected with the sewerage system or with a surface 
closet or privy constructed and equipped in all respects as provided by section 1 of 
this ordinance. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to sell, offer for 
sale, or distribute in the city of Birmingham any dairy products produced or in any man- 
133 



